The evaluation of the temporal bones by imaging methods is challenging and thought-provoking, requiring that the radiologist have specific knowledge of the anatomy of the many small, delicate local structures. One interesting aspect is that the imaging findings can be symmetric and bilateral, making recognition of the normal anatomy even more important. The correlation with clinical data is also essential. for formulating a diagnostic hypothesis and making the differential diagnosis (2) .
Among the imaging methods currently available, the most widely used are computed tomography (CT) and magnetic resonance imaging (MRI), both of which are represented in this article, as the means of illustrating the various diseases mentioned. It is important that radiologists know the main indications for the use of each modality, as well as its limitations (3) .
In brief, CT allows excellent detection of calcifications, cortical bone, air, and fat, particularly in the study of the external and middle ears, as well as the otic capsule evaluation of cholesteatoma, which classically presents restricted diffusion (6) , although lesions smaller than 3 mm might not be detected, even in 3.0 T scanners.
Another recently developed MRI technique, currently used at only a few centers around the world (4, (6) (7) (8) , has cast new light Although not yet a diagnostic criterion, as a future perspective and with optimization of the technique, it could contribute to the diagnosis, influence therapeutic decision making, and play a role in follow-up evaluations (6) (7) (8) .
In conclusion, the Salata et al. (1) article presents a compre- 
